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Board News 

Regular BOD Meetings: The Colony Board of Directors regular BOD meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of every 
month. The next meetings are April 27, 2016, 7pm  &  May 25, 2017, 7pm at the Colony Clubhouse.  Remember to 
check the web site; meeting dates are subject to change.  Board meetings are open to all homeowners. Please check 
the agenda and come early to sign up if you wish to speak at the Open Members Forum. Your input is valued.  

Meeting agendas and approved minutes can be found on the  Colony web page at www.colonyirvine.com 
Click on About Us then Board/Meetings tab.  They are also posted on the Clubhouse information board. Agendas are 
posted four days prior to Board meetings.  

Pool heat is on:  The pool heat has been turned on so the community members can enjoy a swim for the Spring Break. 
The Board also approved the diving board to be painted as well as some other maintenance items to be carried out 
before the summer seasons starts.     

Please remember the pool rules.  The full set of rules are posted on the cabana wall and posted on the colony web site 
at www.colonyirvine.com/documents but as a reminder here are a few to remember.  Swim Safe!! 

 No Smoking or Alcohol is allowed in the pool area,  

 A Colony Club member (either owner or renter) MUST accompany guests when using the pool  

 The pool gate must be kept locked at all times. Do not leave gates ajar.  

 Residents must bring their own keys to the pool for identification. 

Colony Easter Egg Hunt and Colony Faire 
Saturday, April 8    10-12 AM  

Colony Park 
 

Bring the whole family to the Colony Park for something a little different this year! 
There will be fun and information for everyone!  
Egg Hunt: 10:00 am,,,sharp! Bring your basket and be there early! 
The egg hunt is fast and furious and you don’t want to miss the 
fun! 
Bounce House: New this year!  A bounce house for the kids.. and 
maybe the adults if the kids are willing to give them a chance. 
Colony Faire: The recreation committee has contacted vendors of 
home services offering advice and information about home re-
pairs and improvements including solar, drive and walkway pavers, construction, 
doors, painting, and many more--even a handyman… and we all need one of those! 
We  have contacted smaller companies who have already done good work in the Col-
ony and are recommended by homeowners.  
IRWD representatives will cover water AND energy savings while passing out a few 
freebies. The Irvine Police Department will be there with disaster preparedness and 
other safety information.  There will also be a table full of free plants to take home. 

Volunteers: We need you!! All ages welcome... Please give a 
an hour of your time to support your community!  
TEENS: You can earn some Community Service Hours.   
We need help to set up the egg hunt and the vendor tables 

from 8-10 AM, monitor the egg hunt from 9:30-10:30, bounce house from either 10-
11 AM or 11-12 AM, and tear down from 12-12:30.  
Contact LaDonna Bornzin at ldbornzin@cox.net if you can help. Thank you! 

http://www.colonyirvine.com
http://www.colonyirvine.com/
http://www.colonyirvine.com/documents
mailto:ldbornzin@cox.net
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More Celebrations 
By Myra Radlow 
 
On April 14, 2017, it will be Pohela Boishakh, or Bengali 
New Year.  Celebrants begin celebrating early in the 
morning by watching the sun rise.  As with other New 

Year celebrations, it is 
traditional to dress in fan-
cy clothes, have tasty 
food, play games, enjoy 
music, and to gather with 
friends and family.  Many 
people take time during 
the celebration to read 

from the works of Rabindranath Tagore, a noted Benga-
li author who was the first non-European to win the 
Nobel Prize in Literature (1913).  “Once we dreamt that 
we were strangers.  We wake up to find that we were 
dear to each other.” 
 
Another celebration coming soon is Ramadan.  This 
year, Ramadan begins on Fri-
day, May 26, 2017 and ends on 
Sunday, June 25, 2017.  Rama-
dan is a time for spiritual reflec-
tion, and focus on devotion and 
worship.  It is common to fast 
(not consume food or water) 
from sun up to sun down during 
Ramadan.  This is done as a con-
scious act of self-restraint.  By 
fasting, a person is reminded of 
the suffering of the less fortunate, and that worldly 
pleasures are not as valuable as being faithfully close to 
God.  It is expected that if a person is in good health, 
they can choose to fast.  However, the very young, the 
very old, and people who are not of strong health can 
abstain from fasting.  In fasting households, the day be-
gins with a pre-dawn meal, suhur, and the fast is broken 
after sunset with the iftar meal.  Other encouraged ac-
tivities during Ramadan include doing acts of charity; 
performing special evening prayers, in addition to the 
regular evening prayers; and dedicating time to reading 
the entire Quran (Muslim holy book).  During this holy 
month, Muslims also celebrate Laylat al-Qadr, which 
marks the night that the Quran was first revealed to 
Muhammad.  Ramadan ends with Eid al-Fitr.  Muslims 
will continue to work and do other normal activities 
during the month of Ramadan.   

Colony Monument Signs 
 
The Committee is still working on the final design for the 
new monument signs. Thanks to all of the residents who 
were able to come to our public meetings to discuss the 
proposals.  Here are some answers to the questions asked 
at the public meetings: 
Q. How will the signs be paid for?  Will this increase our 
dues? 
A. No, your dues will not be increased if we install new 
signs.  The cost will be paid from the reserve fund. 
Q. Why are we doing this? 

A. The current signs are badly 
damaged due to their age.  Also, 
many residents desire a newer 
look for our entrances.  
Q. How will the solar lights work? 
A. Each monument sign will be 

illuminated with a solar-powered light system.  The system 
will produce about 1150 lumens (brightness).  The solar 
panel will gather energy during the day and store it in a 
battery to be used at night.  When fully charged, the 
battery can work for 5 days.  A sensor will turn on the sys-
tem when it gets dark, and turn it off when it gets light.  
The battery should last about 4-5 years before needing to 
be replaced, and the entire system should last about 10-15 
years before needing to be replaced. 
Q. What are the upkeep demands for monument signs at 
other associations? 
A. Monument signs do not need much upkeep other than 
maintaining landscaping around it, and replacing light 
bulbs.  As long as a new wooden sign is kept up (painted 
every 3-4 years), it should last a very long time. 
Q. How can we prevent the letters on the face of the sign 
from being stolen? 
A. We can’t.  We can, however, design the signs with re-
cessed letters (like the signs for College Park).  For a sign 
without rock elements, the cost would be about $24,000, 
with river rock would be about $26,000.   
Q. How will the non-wooden signs be constructed? 
A. The sign will be framed with cinder blocks and then the 
cement and rock elements will be added. 
Q. Can we make a design that will be less potentially harm-
ful to the existing tree roots? 
A. Yes, we can make a sign that has river rock posts (about 
12” x 12”) underneath, and a wooden sign much like the 
one we currently have, but with recessed letters for about 
the same price as doing signs that look exactly like the 
ones we currently have.  We are seeking details and a ren-
dering for this option.  More info to come! 
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ARC Committee  
By Eileen Tsai 

VIOLATIONS DUE TO WEEDS 
The property manager has been asked to focus on yards with weeds when issuing violation letters.  As we walk or drive 
around the Colony, we see weeds overwhelming many lawns and plantings. Please take steps to control weeds.  A big 
initial push and then regular maintenance should do the job. 
First get rid of existing weeds.  There are natural and chemical ways to do this. See online resources. Some options are: 
Pull weeds: Pull out by hand or with hoe or other hand tools (careful to get roots too).  This is time-consuming but 
effective. Probably not a good option for the initial step when there are huge numbers of weeds, but 
works great for regular maintenance (no cost except your time). 
Mowing and cutting: Mowing or cutting with weed trimmer or other mechanized tools– when 
weeds are numerous, tall and large, this is the easiest way to reduce a big area to manageable 
size.  However, weed seeds will remain.  Wash tools afterwards to avoid spreading weeds.  Best 
if combined with tilling and solarization afterwards. 
Solarization: This is most effective when done in July, August or September and only in areas 
were you want to kill ALL the vegetation.  Use clear plastic to trap heat from the sun.  Till soil first 
to expose weed seeds.  If dry, water the area to add moisture for more effective solarization.  Cov-
er completely with clear plastic and leave in place 4-6 weeks.  The top 6 inches of soil will heat to 
125 degrees when done properly.  
Weed and feed chemical treatments: These are sold at hardware and garden stores.  Nowadays there are organic and 
less toxic products.  Talk to a nurseryman about preemergent and postemergent herbicides.  Read instructions careful-
ly and use the least needed to avoid washing into ocean.  Pick a non-windy day and avoid getting on non-selected 
plants and neighbor yards. 
AFTER weeds are removed, PREVENT or REDUCE future weeds by: 
Barrier Cloth: If planting larger plants from pots, consider laying down weed barrier cloth first.  This is a roll of black 
plastic sold at Lowe’s or Home Depot designed to prevent weeds while allowing water to penetrate.  Pin edges tightly 
to avoid weeds in cracks. The cloth will break down years later and weeds may grow, but will be much smaller and 
fewer, easy to remove by hand.  Weed cloth is not the right option if you are trying to grow turf grass or groundcover.  
Also, soil stays damp which may promote root rot and certain types of pests and disease.  Works well under trees and 
large bushes to keep weed-free.  Must cover with mulch. 
Mulch: Brown bark is an acceptable organic mulch in the Colony.  Make sure organic mulch is weed-free.  Acceptable 

inorganic mulches are rocks and gravel (please submit application with color 
brochure or photo).  To be effective, mulch should be 3-4 inches thick and kept 
at least 4 inches away from plant base to prevent crown rot.  Mulch stabilizes 
soil temperature by providing insulation between soil and air.  It also helps to 
conserve water.  
Grow groundcover: Plants such as grasses, creepers, gazania, etc.  Can crowd 
out weeds. Regular weed removal will be needed until the plants grow in.  
Shade trees and large bushes plus deliberate under-watering also discourage 
weeds 

UPGRADING from turf grass:  Save water and consider these options (ARC application is needed): 
Turf grass no longer makes sense as Southern CA is still in drought status after this wet winter.  However, we do NOT 
have to settle for “brown is the new green.” Beautiful yards are still possible with some thought and preparations and 
will add a lot of value to our properties. 
Consider installing artificial turf.  Costs are going down.  Turf removal rebate at $2 per foot through Metropolitan Wa-
ter District/City of Irvine may be still available as funding permits. 

Take a look at www.rightscapenow.com website run by Irvine Ranch Water District.  It has lots of ideas for creating 
a beautiful drought-tolerant landscape which requires little care after the initial setup.  IRWD also offers workshops 
and agency contacts to ask questions for free. 
3 general types of drought-tolerant landscapes:  CA native plants, succulents, low-water. 

 If interested in CA natives, please come talk to me. This includes trees, shrubs, groundcover, cacti, annual and per-
(Continued on page 5) 

http://www.rightscapenow.com
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Do you have an item of general interest for the 
Colonist? Please submit your article to 

 colonistnewsletter@gmail.com 
for consideration in upcoming newsletters.  
The deadline is May 19, 2017 
Comments and suggestions are welcome! 

Community Phone Numbers  
Government 
Animal Control ···························· 949-724-7740 
City of Irvine ································ 949-724-6000 
Graffiti Hotline  ··························· 949-724-7196  
Hazardous Waste Center ············· 714-834-4000 
Heritage Library  ························· 949-936-4040 
Irvine Unified School District  ······· 949-936-5000  
O.C. Fire Authority (business calls) 
 ··················································· 714-573-6000 
Outdoor Pests, OC Vector Control   
 ·················································   714-971-2421  
Police (administrative)  ················ 949-724-7000 
Public Works ······························· 949-724-7511 
Recycling Information ················· 949-724-7669  

 
Utilities 
Waste Management  ·················· 949-642-1191 
Irvine Ranch Water District  ········· 949-453-5300 
Southern California Edison  ········· 800-990-7788  
Street Lights  ······························· 800-655-4555  
(Menu: 1 "power outage info" 3 other outage 
3"street lights") 
The Gas Company ······················· 800-427-2200  
Cox Communications ··················· 949-249-1212 
 

Other: 
Shopping Cart Pickup, Any Store 
 ··················································· 800-252-4613  
Walnut Shopping Center Security  
    ················································· 714-532-3152  
Pool Maintenance, Aqua-Tek 
 contact Accell (see calendar page for info) 
Sprinklers, Douglas Landscape 
  contact Accell (see calendar page for info)  

Colony Classifieds 

Pet sitter: Going away on vacation? Need someone to feed your 
pets or walk your dog while you’re gone? I can help you if you 
need a pet sitter. My name is Adam and I am 17 years old. If 
you’re interested, please call 714-244-7656. 
 

Little Angels Family Child Care 
Managed by two sisters  Elle & Azita. Free Play,  
Creative Arts, Outside Playtime, Circle Time/ Charts, Dance & 
Music.  
Fist Aid/ CPR, LIC# 304206336 
Tel: 949-653-6137 
www.thelittleangelschildcare.com 

 

Are you a Colony Resident with something to sell or a service to offer? 
Place an ad in the Colonist. Email 
colonistnewsletter@gmail.com for more information. 

Tennis Committee  

Remember tennis court reservations are online at     
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub  
Please register and try it out - the club code is 3611.
   

ennial flowers, bulbs, vines, etc.  Right now, this is the most expen-
sive option because these plants are not widely offered.  However, 
this type of habitat attracts birds, butterflies, bees and other pollina-
tors to enrich our natural environment.  Most require little water 
and minimal maintenance when properly sited.  It’s important to 
combine plants that have the same sun, soil and water require-
ments.  You can experiment with wildflower seeds in late fall in a 
small sunny area to enjoy an annual flower show in spring.   

The low-water option includes many common plants at low cost 
that need less water than you might think and can be combined 
with groundcover plants and maybe some rocks for a beautiful look.  
I am growing free plants in small pots that I will bring to the park at 
the April community fair and 4th of July.  These can be successful in 
the right locations with a little regular attention. 

Cacti and succulents usually need little water but is not the same 
as no water.  Some will stay small and some will spread to a large 
area and require attention.  In spring, some succulents flower spec-
tacularly.  There are Colony homes with beautiful yards full of succu-
lents. 

Please add weed patrol and yard maintenance to your weekly 
“things to do” list.  If there are rock or gravel areas where plants will 
not be added, please lay down weed control cloth.  This will save 
lots of time, labor and cost later (plus the aggravation of getting vio-
lation letters) on while keeping the yard looking neat. 

We all want to be proud of where we live.  Everyone needs to do 
their share. Thank you. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Memorial Day Ceremony 
Honor and remember those who sacrificed for 
our country. The City of Irvine will hold a Memo-
rial Ceremony on Monday, May 30, 10:00 am at 
Colonel Bill Barber Marine Corps Memorial Park,  4 
Civic Center Plaza. Cards will be available for well-
wishers to send a message of appreciation and sup-
port to members of Irvine’s adopted 2/11 Marine 
Battalion.  

mailto:colonistnewsletter@gmail.com
tel:714-244-7656
http://www.thelittleangelschildcare.com/
mailto:colonistnewsletter@gmail.com
http://holdmycourt.com/reserve2/colonyclub


Clubhouse Reservations  
Planning a party or event?  

Reservations are easy  to make! 
Email: goaccell@accellpm.com  

or call: Mari Jordan  
949.581.4988 Ext. 268  Fax 949.581.9785  

mari@accellpm.com   

Accell Property Management  
Brittany Kitts brittany@accellpm.com 
23046 Avenida de la Carlota,  Suite 700 Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
 

Office: 949-581-4988  Ext. 275 Fax : 949-581-9785 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Sat-Sun Closed For after hours emergencies call 949-361-3290 
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